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between Russia, Germany and Italy on the one
hand, and between these three countries together
and Britain and France on the other. Nor was com-
plete harmony always attainable as between London
and Paris. There were fissures in the Popular Front.
Blum's authority was being challenged.

Indeed as a whole there has hardly ever been a
civil war in history in which there was such a com-
plex diversity of interest and idealism as in the
Spanish conflict.   Russia, it could be claimed, was
less concerned than Italy, but it depended from what
standpoint you chose to consider the matter.   If
you were a Left Book Club advocate, Stalin's con-
tribution was meagre and mercenary, and Hitler
and Mussolini  all-powerful.    If  you belonged to
British City interests your alarmed attention would
be divided  between  Soviet  instability  and  Nazi
penetration, while ignoring the contribution of the
Italian partner.   Every technical issue taken up by
the Non-intervention Committee effectively revealed
how deep these dissensions went.  When withdrawal
was on the table Italy and Germany at once exploited
delaying tactics, and Mussolini's spokesman with
calculated indiscretion let it be known that with-
drawal as far as Italy was concerned could only
begin to be considered when the Reds had been
defeated. All the same during April there was some
progress.   Mr.  Eden,  while admitting that  Non-
intervention was not fully satisfactory, was able
to stake a claim that the flow of men and munitions
into Spain was less extensive than it would have
been without  Non-intervention to  stem it.    He
reiterated the basic principles behind it.   It was
designed to prevent the Spanish War irrupting over
the borders of Spain and engulfing Europe. As long
as war was confined to Spain Non-intervention could
not be said to have failed.  Secondly, it was Great